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Message from President  

Welcome to our 9 th edition of the SMC News.  

 

As 2017 draws to a close and we usher in the new year, it is timely to reflect and remind ourselves of the 

moral and ethical obligation to protect and uphold our patientsõ welfare and interests. 

 

In this edition, we share with you  the five myths about SMCõs disciplinary process and the Modified 

Montgomery Test. This new legal test looks into the standard of care in respect of a doctorõs duty to advise. 

 

We also feature A/Prof Chin Jing Jih who had served on the Singapore Medical Council from 2008 to 2017. 

During his tenure as Council member, h e had provided valuable advice especially on ethics -related matters.  

 

We would like to take this opportunity to highlight several key areas for doctors to take note such as the 

changes to the SMC registration and supervisory framework , and the fees revision which will take effect from 

April 2018. 

 

I hope you will enjoy reading this edition of SMC News, and wishing all a good year ahead.  

Professor Tan Ser Kiat 

President, Singapore Medical Council  

 

Disclaimer 
Comments and opinions made by individuals and parties who have contributed to or interviewed by the SMC Newsletter are solely those of the 
authors and contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the SMC. While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, SMC bears 
no responsibility or liability in any way for the content, information, photographs, illustrations and other material in this publication. All materials 
remain copyright of the SMC and no reproduction is permitted without written authorisation. 
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Singapore Medical Council  

Physicianõs Pledge Affirmation Ceremony 

Saturday, 30 September 2017  

Speech by SMC President, Professor Tan Ser Kiat 

 

It is a pleasure to be here with you at 

todayõs Physicianõs Pledge affirmation 

ceremony of t he Singapore Medical 

Council (SMC). This is a very important 

occasion as you will be taking an oath, 

our equivalent to the original 

Hippocratesõ Oath which ancient Greek 

physicians took when they commence 

their practice.  

Today we have about 14,000 doctors on 

our register, of which about 5,000 are 

Specialists and 2,000 Family Physicians. 

 

The SMC registers new medical 

graduates provisionally (otherwise 

known as Postgraduate Year One or 

PGY1, formerly known as the 

housemanship year) for practice before 

being fully or condi tionally registered.  

 

Professor Tan Ser Kiat addressing the doctors and guests at the ceremony 
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Pledge Leader, Dr Wu Hong King, leading the oath-taking 

Medical science and technology has advanced 

by leaps and bounds with each passing year as 

scientific breakthroughs and major biomedical 

discoveries enable doctors to better 

understand the nature o f diseases. This will be 

translated into better diagnostic and 

therapeutic modalities in the physicianõs 

management armamentarium. Hence it is 

absolutely essential that clinicians keep pace 

and be up-to -date with latest advances and 

discoveries. 

 

Continuing Medical Education  

PGY1 is a very crucial and integral component 

of your basic foundational training to become 

an independent medical practitioner no matter 

which specialties you would be pursuing as a 

career. It forms  a very important part of the 

foundation of your medical practice . 

SMC also conditionally registers international 

medical graduates (from overseas medical 

schools which are on our Schedule II) who have 

completed their housemanship  from countries 

recognised for their training for PGY1.  
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It is for this reason that SMC introduced 

mandatory Continuing Medical Education, or 

CME in short, in 2003 to ensure that all 

practitioners continue to maintain and 

strengthen their medical knowledge and skills 

so as to remain relevant. Doctors who are fully 

or conditionally registered must obtain the 

requisite CME points through various 

accredited educational, teaching and training 

programmes before they can renew their 

practising certificates on a biennial basis.  

 

However, we do know that CME in its current 

form alone is not sufficient to ensure doctors 

maintai n their skills and competency. Other 

forms of assessments have been developed by 

some jurisdictions to help better address this 

insufficiency. For this reason, SMC has formed 

a committee with representation from the 

medical professional bodies to help addr ess 

this concern. 

 

Maintaining ethical practice and professionalism  

 

Let me now touch on another important issue 

as illustrated by a number of cases reported in 

the media recently that may affect the 

professionõs repute and standing. 

 

As qualified doctors, you have the moral and 

ethical obligation to protect and uphold your 

patientsõ welfare and interests. Your sole 

consideration in treating your patients is to 

provide the best medical care possible under 

the circumstances. The care provided should be 

effective, safe and evidence-based, and 

delivered with compassion and professionalism 

with the highest ethical and moral standards. 

You should never allow any  other 

considerations to override this. It is only 

through such practices that you will earn the 

trust and respect of your patients and society.  

 

SMCõs Ethical Code and Ethical Guidelines 

(ECEG) provide the guiding principles for you 

to do this througho ut your entire medical 

career. Our ECEG was updated and revised to 

keep pace with technological advances and the 

changing practice environment. It is easily 

accessible through SMCõs website and I 

strongly encourage you to read it regularly.  

 

 

 


