Physician’s Pledge 
Affirmation Ceremony
Background of  the Physician’s Pledge Affirmation Ceremony

The first Physician’s Pledge Ceremony took place on 2 May 1995, following a recommendation from the Singapore Medical Council at that time that doctors in Singapore should be reminded of their responsibilities to the medical profession by affirming a Pledge before embarking on their medical careers.  This suggestion was approved by then Minister for Health, BG George Yeo.

Since then, the Physician’s Pledge Affirmation Ceremony has been held every year for all doctors who are about to start their medical careers as fully registered medical practitioners. 

From 1 December 2010 onwards, it is a requirement, under the Medical Registration Act, for all doctors to affirm the Physician’s Pledge at a Pledge Ceremony organised by SMC before they can be granted full registration to practise medicine independently in Singapore. To cater to this compulsory requirement, SMC now holds 2 ceremonies per year, starting from 2011.
Objective of the Physician’s Pledge Affirmation Ceremony

To remind doctors of their responsibility to their patients and the medical profession before they start their medical practice. 

The Pledge

The Pledge which the doctors are required to take is based on the Hippocratic Oath and the Declaration of Geneva, which was adopted in 1984 by the World Medical Association. The Pledge, which replaces the Oath with its ancient phraseology, has been drafted to reflect the practice of medicine today. 

Singapore Medical Council

Physician’s Pledge

“I solemnly pledge to:

    dedicate my life to the service of humanity; 

    give due respect and gratitude to my teachers; 

    practise my profession with conscience and dignity; 

    make the health of my patient my first consideration; 

respect the secrets which are confided in me; 

    uphold the honour and noble traditions of the medical profession; 

respect my colleagues as my professional brothers and sisters; 

not allow the consideration of race, religion, nationality or social 
standing to intervene between my duty and my patient; 

    maintain due respect for human life; 

    use my medical knowledge in accordance with the laws of humanity; 

    comply with the provisions of the Ethical Code; and

    constantly strive to add to my knowledge and skill. 

I make these promises solemnly, freely and upon my honour.”
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