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All registered TCM practitioners

MOH CIRCULAR 27/2015

UPDATE ON MIDDLE EAST RESPIRATORY SYNDROME CORONAVIRUS
(MERS-COV) CLUSTER IN SOUTH KOREA

As of 5 June 2015, the Korea Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) has reported 41 cases of MERS-CoV infection (with four deaths). Of these, at
least eight were tertiary cases with a history of exposure to a secondary case. Thus
far, the transmission of the disease has been limited to household and hospital
contacts. As of 5 June, at least 1,600 close contacts were placed in isolation at state-
designated facilities or at their homes.

2. Although the risk of an imported case from South Korea remains low in view
of the limited community transmission, TCM practitioners should remain vigilant and
refer the following patients, in addition to the patients who fit the current case
definition of suspect MERS-CoV' infection, to the nearest General Practitioner for
further evaluation immediately.

a) Patients who present with clinical signs and symptoms of pneumonia or
severe respiratory infection with breathlessness, AND with travel history to
South Korea in the 2 weeks before onset.

! Patients who fulfil the following are suspected MERS-CoV infection:
a) A person with clinical signs and symptoms suggestive of pneumonia or severe respiratory infection with
breathlessness.
AND any of the following:
e Travel to or residence within the last 2 weeks in the Arabian Peninsula and neighbouring countries in the Middle
East, OR
e  The disease occurs as part of a cluster that occurs within a 2-week period, without regard to place of residence or
history of travel, unless another aetiology has been identified, OR
e The disease occurs in a health care worker who has been working in an environment where patients with severe
acute respiratory infections are being cared for, particularly patients requiring intensive care, without regard to place
of residence or history of travel, unless another aetiology has been identified.
b) A person with an acute respiratory illness of any degree of severity who, within 2 weeks before onset of illness, had
close contact with a probable or confirmed case of MERS-CoV infection, while the case was ill.

Ministry of Health, Singapore

College of Medicine Building
= 16 College Road
f Singapore 169854
g & e TEL (65) 6325 9220
; SERVICE ¥ S ehil FAX (65) 6224 1677

@
¢ X INNOVATION CLASS PEOPLE DE\\ ELOPER s MAERLTH
i CLASS \_// n\‘ na VAL WEB www.moh.gov.sg

X

o



b) Patients who present with fever and respiratory symptoms, AND recent
exposure in a healthcare facility in South Korea or the Middle East within the
last two weeks

3. TCM Practitioners should advise family members and other close contacts of
suspect cases to be vigilant for symptoms of MERS-CoV and seek medical attention
as soon as possible if they feel unwell.

4, For clarification of this circular, please email MOH_INFO@moh.gov.sg.
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