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COMPULSORY CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION (CPE)
FOR REGISTERED TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE PRACTITIONERS

Introduction

The Continuing Professional Education (CPE) Programme for TCM practitioners was first
implemented in Jan 2013 on a voluntary basis to enable registered TCM practitioners, i.e. both
TCM physicians and acupuncturists, to have updated and relevant professional knowledge and
to keep pace with continuous changes in the TCM landscape.

With the enactment of the TCMP (Amendment) Act 2020, the compulsory Continuing
Professional Education (CPE) Programme for TCM practitioners will be implemented from 1
Apr 2020 for all registered TCM practitioners to fulfil the compulsory Continuing Professional
Education (CPE) requirements.

Compulsory CPE Framework

CPE Points Requirement

Duration Minimum CPE Points Requirement
Total Points Core Points
(Approved TCM Topics)
2-year PC 50 30
(at least 60% of 50 CPE points)

All TCM practitioners will be required to accumulate 50 CPE points for the renewal of Practising
Certificates (PC). Out of the 50 CPE points, at least 30 CPE points (60%) of the total CPE point
must be from attending trainings and accredited courses on TCM practice, which core points
will be awarded. For participation in professional education activities organised by other
accredited medical healthcare establishments, non-core points can be awarded.

Qualifying Period (QP)

To renew PC in 2022, TCM practitioners have 2 years from 1 Apr 2020 till 31 Mar 2022 (i.e.
Qualifying Period) to obtain 50 CPE points. Please refer to the table below for more details.

1 Apr 2022 to 31 Mar 2024,
1 Apr 2024 to 31 Mar 2026

1 Apr 2024 to 31 May 2024,
1 Apr 2026 to 31 May 2026

SIN | Qualifying Period (QP) to Online Submission of PC 2-year PC Period
obtain 50 CPE points Renewal Application
1. | Not applicable 1 Apr 2020 to 31 May 2020 | 1 Jul 2020 to 30 Jun 2022
(under Voluntary CPE)
2. | 1 Apr 2020 to 31 Mar 2022 1 Apr 2022 to 31 May 2022 | 1 Jul 2022 to 30 Jun 2024
3. | Subsequent QPs: Subsequent PCs:

1 Jul 2024 to 30 Jun 2026;
1 Jul 2026 to 30 Jun 2028; etc
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i CPE Event Categories

CPE events are grouped into 7 different CPE Event Categories:

Category 1 Types of Event
1A Local pre-approved events - Short-term structured training, teaching session and case
study discussion
1B Other local pre-approved events — Conference / Seminar / Workshop
1C Overseas events, events organised by other accredited medical/ para-medical/
healthcare establishments
1D Local clinical mentorship programme - structured programme organised by accredited
CPE event provider, and must have appropriate clinical training base
Category 2
2A Publication of books / original papers / editorial works / reviews
Category 3
3A Self-directed learning - Self-study (without assessment) - Reading of TCM / medical
books/ recognised professional journals, self-study from audio-visual tapes & online
education
3B Self-directed learning - Online education (with assessment)

Each category will be awarded different CPE points. Please refer to Table A for more details.

For accredited professional journals under Category 3A, please refer to this list. It is not an
exhaustive list and will be updated from time to time.

iv  Submission of CPE Claims

1) For CPE Event Categories 1A and 1B:
Accredited CPE event providers are to submit event attendance on behalf of TCM
practitioners who attended the events within one month of the completion of each CPE
event.

2)  For Case Study Discussion under Category 1A:
CPE points can be awarded to TCM practitioners who participated in case study
discussion approved by the Board. The participants need to complete assessment
questionnaire at the end of each discussion. The accredited CPE event provider
organising the case study discussion is responsible for submitting CPE attendance on
behalf of TCM practitioners, keeping records of the case discussion, setting the
questionnaire and providing reports for audit purposes.

3)  For Local Clinical Mentorship Programme under Category 1D:
Trainees under the approved clinical mentorship programme shall fill in a logbook on the
clinical mentorship containing the dates and time of clinical training, and the cases seen.
Mentor has to certify on the logbook after each training session. The CPE providers have
to ensure that the training is properly administered and submit a copy of the logbook
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through the online CPE module. CPE points are awarded to mentors and trainees upon
submission of attendance by CPE event provider.

4)  For Event Categories 1C, 2A, 3A or 3B:
TCM practitioners shall submit online CPE claim applications personally for attending the
following CPE events/activities:
(i) Category 1C - Lecture, conference, seminar or workshop held overseas or
organised by other accredited medical/para-medical / healthcare establishments
(i)  Category 2A - Publication of books / papers / editorial works / reviews
(i)  Category 3A - Self-directed Learning (self-study without assessment)
(iv)  Category 3B - Self-directed Learning (online education with assessment)

All such online claims of CPE points must be supported with relevant supporting
documents. Please refer to Table B. TCM practitioner will be informed via email when the
CPE claim application is approved.

TCM practitioners may refer to the Board’s website on the use of the IT CPE system to
submit CPE claim.

Monitoring of CPE Points

TCM practitioners are advised to monitor their CPE points and to ensure that they meet the
CPE requirement before the end of QP. You would need to login to the IT PRS system via the
Traditional Chinese Medicine Practitioners (TCMP) Board’s website at www.tcmpb.gov.sg
under the menu tab [CPE], then select the tab [Monitoring of CPE] to check your CPE points
attained.

List of Accredited CPE Events

To search for list of accredited CPE events organised by CPE event providers, please refer to
this link, Search Continuing Professional TCM Education (CPE) Events. For event details, TCM
practitioners should enquire directly with CPE event providers.

Accreditation of CPE Event Provider
Requirements of CPE Event Providers

TCM organisations can apply to be accredited as CPE event providers and they are required

to fulfill the following requirements: -

1) Event providers must have certain experience in conducting TCM or medical related
education and training.

2)  Event providers must not participate in the promotion of commercial activities or products
at CPE events conducted.

3) Event providers must assume financial and administrative responsibilities for events
organised.
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Qualified event providers may be granted status as an accredited CPE provider for a period of
2 years. The accredited event provider granted 2-year accreditation is expected to organise
and conduct certain minimum hours of CPE events per year during the accreditation period.
Non-accredited CPE event providers may apply for approval of CPE events on ad hoc basis.

If TCM organisation is interested to be accredited as CPE event provider, application can be
submitted to TCMP Board at CPE Event Provider Accreditation Application.

i Application of CPE Event Accreditation

The CPE events organised by CPE event providers must align with the objective of enhancing
the TCM professional standards. The CPE events should be relevant to TCM professional
practice and it must not involve any commercial activities or promotion of any products. All
events must be publicised and open to all TCM practitioners only.

Event provider would need to login to the IT PRS system via the TCMP Board’s website at
www.tcmpb.gov.sg to submit events at least 2 months before the event start date, for the
Board’s accreditation. For event categories 1A Case Study Discussion and 1D Local Clinical
Mentorship Programme, event providers need to submit online pre-application forms on the
two programmes to the Board for prior approval before submitting the events through the IT
PRS system. Attendance records are required to be submitted online within one month after
the completion of the events. Please refer to Table C for more information.

For clarification, please email to the Board’'s Secretariat at tcmpb@spb.gov.sg
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Table A:

CPE Event Categories and CPE Points

Event Category

Types of Event

Participation
Role

Criteria

CPE
Points

Max. CPE
Points

1A
Local Pre-approved
Events

Short-term structured
training, teaching session

Participant

1to <2 hours

2 to 4 hours

1 day

Speaker /
Instructor*

< 2 hours

2 to 4 hours

1 day

Case study discussion

Participant

2 to 4 hours

No cap

1B
Other Pre-approved
Local Events

Conference/ seminar
/workshop

Participant

1 to <2 hours

2 to 4 hours

1 day

1.5 days

2 days

2.5 days

3 days or more

Speaker /
Instructor*

< 2 hours

2 to 4 hours

1 day

1.5 days

olo|hN| G Slelo|h N v o] BN BN =

2 days

2.5 days

3 days or more

No cap

1C
Overseas Events

Events organised
by other accredited
medical / para-
medical /
healthcare
establishments

Lecture/conference/seminar
/workshop

Participant

1to <2 hours

2 to 4 hours

1 day

1.5 days

2 days

2.5 days

3 days or more

Speaker /
Instructor*

< 2 hours

2 to 4 hours

1 day

1.5 days

2 days

2.5 days

3 days or more

Short-term training course

Participant

1to <2 hours

2 to 4 hours

1 day

1.5 days

2 days

2.5 days

3 days or more

Post-graduate study

Participant

Per 2 hours

No cap

1D

Local Clinical
Mentorship
Programme

Structured programme
organised by accredited
CPE event provider, and
must have appropriate
clinical training base

Mentee

Per 2 hours

Mentor

Per 2 hours

No cap

* Excluding lectures / clinical instructions for formal TCM educational courses (e.g. Bachelor Degree Course in TCM, Advanced

Diploma Course in TCM, Graduate Diploma in Acupuncture Courses for Doctors and Dentists, etc.)

In addition, the same

speaker/ instructor speaking and presenting the same repeated topic within the 1-year period, will only be awarded 50% of

CPE points.
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Event Category Types of Event Participation Criteria CPE Max. CPE
Role Points Points
2A Presentation of paper/ Presenter Per paper/ poster 2 No cap
Publication of poster at local/ overseas
Books / Papers / conference/ seminar
Editorial Works /
Reviews Publication of paper/ report Main Author/ | Per article 2
in recognised professional Subsidiary
journal Author
Editorial work / review of Chief Editor Per book/ journal 5
TCM professional book /
textbook /reference book / __ i
recognised professional Sup3|d|ary Per book/ journal 2
journals Editor
Reviewer Per book/ journal 2
Author of TCM professional Main Author Per book 10
book/ textbook/ reference
book Subsidiary Per book 2
Author
3A Reading of TCM / medical Self-directed Per article 1 Maximum
Self-directed books / recognised Learning 30 points
Learning professional journals for 1 Apr
2022 to 31
Self-study from audio-visual Per tape Mar 2024
tapes
Online education (without Per online
assessment) education
3B Online education (with Self-directed Per module 2 Maximum
Self-directed assessment Learning (minimum of 2 20 points
Learning (with hours per module) for 1 Apr
assessment) 2022 to 31
Mar 2024
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Table B: CPE Claim Submission by TCM Practitioners

(with assessment)

Event Category Types of Event Documents for Self-claim Attendance Submission
Application
1C Lecture/ conference/ 1) Event programme details, Attendance and
Overseas Events seminar/ workshop (including the programme supporting documents
details, date and time of the must be submitted within
Events organised by programme) one month of event
other accredited 2) Certificate of attendance completion, together with
medical/ para- (including training date, time the online application for
medical/ healthcare and whether as participant or | CPE claim
establishments speaker)
Short-term training 1) Course programme details
course (including the course details,
date and time of the course)
2) Certificate of attendance on
completion (including training
date, time and whether as
participant or speaker)
Post-graduate study 1) Admission notice
2) Transcript or course progress
report
3) Certificate on completion of
post-graduate course
4) Post-graduate degree if
applicable
2A Presentation of paper/ 1) Paper/ poster
Publication of Books/ | poster at local/ 2) Certificate issued by organiser
Papers/ Editorial overseas conference/
Works/ Reviews seminar
Publication of paper/ 1) Paper/ report
report in recognised 2) Journal cover/ contents page
professional journal
Editorial work/ review of | 1) Book cover/ Journal cover
TCM professional book/ | 2) Contents page
textbook/ reference
book/ recognised
professional journals
Author of TCM 1) Book cover
professional book/ 2) Contents page
textbook/ reference
book
3A Reading of TCM/ 1) Book cover/ article/ website
Self-directed Learning | medical books/ link/ certificate of completion
recognised professional | 2) Reflection/ summary of article
journals read
Self-study from audio-
visual tapes
Online education
(without assessment)
3B Online education (with 1) Certificate of completion
Self-directed Learning | assessment) 2) Print screen of assessment

results
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Table C: Application of Event Accreditation by CPE Event Providers

Event Category Types of Event Documents for Event Attendance Submission
Application
1A Short-term structured 1) Event programme details” Attendance records* to be

Local Pre-approved
Events

training, teaching
/tutorial session

2) Information on speakers@

Case study discussion

1) Pre-application form*

2) Records of discussion e.g.
discussion slides/ notes of
discussion

1B
Other Pre-approved
Local Events

Conference /seminar/

workshop

1) Event programme details*
2) Information on speakers@

1D
Local Clinical
Mentorship Programme

Structured programme
organised by
accredited CPE event
provider, and must
have appropriate
clinical training base

1) Pre-application form*
2) Logbook records of clinical
training”

submitted online by CPE
event provider to the Board
within one month after the
completion of the CPE event

A Please furnish information on CPE event title, venue, date, targeted participants, fees charged, programme timetable
showing session start and end time, speaker, topics and content of each session, etc

# For the essential information to be recorded in the Logbook, please refer to Logbook information list

@ Speakers/instructors would need to fulfil the following requirements:

1) Speakers /instructors must be supported by CPE event providers.
2) Speakers / instructors on TCM subjects must hold the necessary skills, knowledge and experience in TCM accepted by

the Board, e.g.

i. 10 years of full-time practice as TCM practitioners, with teaching experience; or
ii. 10 years of experience in TCM education / research; or
iii. Hold senior academic appointments recognised by the Board; or
iv. Have outstanding clinical practice experience or skills and hold prominent academic position in certain area(s) of TCM

practice.

* Attendance must be taken at each session of the event. The attendance record should include full name in English and
Chinese, TCM Registration no., and signature of the participants, date and time of event, reporting time of participants etc.
Provider must keep attendance record of each event for at least 2 years.
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