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Scope of the Occupational Therapy Qualifying Examinations 
 

Examination format: 2-hour written paper with ½ hour viva voce  
 
2-hour written paper consisting of the following:  
 
i) MCQ (60 marks) 

60 multiple-choice questions of which 2/3rd of the questions covers all areas of 
occupational therapy theories, assessment and interventions and the remaining 1/3rd 
cover foundational knowledge areas of anatomy, physiology, psychology and 
sociology.  

 
ii) Short Answer Question (30 marks) 

3 short-answer questions covering topics related to occupational therapy assessment 
and intervention for children, physical dysfunction and mental health.  This section 
will assess the candidate on the description of theory, assessment or intervention 
processes. 

 
iii) Essay Question (30marks)  

The candidate will be given a choice to answer one of three case study related 
questions. Each case study represent a common population group seen by 
occupational therapists in Singapore and will examine the ability to apply clinical 
reasoning based on occupational therapy theoretical concepts to a case situation.  
 

30-minute Viva Voce (80 marks): 
 
i) The candidate will be given a choice of three case studies. Each case study will 

cover major area of occupational therapy in physical dysfunction, mental health and 
children across the care continuum.  The candidate will be given 10 minutes to 
prepare a therapeutic plan to manage the chosen case study. The candidate will then 
present orally to the examiners, the theoretical underpinnings of the assessment and 
treatment plan including contraindications and precautions.  Emphasis will be on the 
use of evidence and theoretical concepts to justify management of a case. Examiners 
will then ask specific questions in relation to the candidate’s response or provide 
progress scenario for appropriate response to the case.  
 

ii) Marks will be awarded based on the soundness of clinical reasoning (e.g. choice of 
assessment, interventions), ability to identify outcomes, ability to present 
management strategies methodically, use of research evidence and use of 
occupational therapy theories.  
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