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TCM PRACTITIONERS BOARD NOTICE 2022/1

To:  All Registered TCM Practitioners

REMINDER TO ONLY USE TITLES, ADDITIONS OR DESIGNATION RELATED
OR CONNECTED TO TCM PRACTICE APPROVED BY TCMPB

The TCM Practitioners Board has received feedback that an increasing number
of registered TCM practitioners are using titles or designations as part of or in
connection with their practice of TCM that the Board has not approved of. One such
example is the use of the title “chiropractor”.

2 Please note that such conduct contravenes Regulation 6 of the Traditional
Chinese Medicine Practitioners (Practice, Conduct and Ethics) Regulations
(“Regulations”). This regulation prohibits a registered TCM practitioner from using any
title, addition or designation except those that are approved by the Board.

1 Use of qualifications entered in Register and approved titles, etc.

6.— (1) No registered person shall —

(a) use, exhibit or publish in any card, letter, stationery, nameplate, signboard, placard, circular, handbill or any
notice displayed at any premises used by him for his prescribed practice of traditional Chinese medicine any
qualification other than a qualification entered under his name in the Register, or which has been approved by
the Board for his use; or

(b) use any title, addition or designation relating to, or in connection with, the practice of traditional Chinese
medicine other than the title, addition or designation which has been approved by the Board for his use.

(2) A registered person shall observe such guidelines on the use of qualifications or titles as the Board may,
from time to time, determine.



3 In 2004, the Board had issued a notice/circular on appropriate use of official
TCM titles and designations. Hence, the current circular/notice is a repeated reminder
to registered TCM practitioners to use only approved TCM titles and designations. The
approved titles that are related or connected to practice of TCM and acupuncture are
as follows:

a) Traditional Chinese Medicine Physician or TCM Physician;

b) Registered Chinese Medicine Physician or Registered TCM Physician;
c) Acupuncturist; and

d) Registered Acupuncturist
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4 The Board also wishes to remind registered TCM practitioners of Guideline 4.4
of the Ethical Code and Ethical Guidelines (“ECEG”) for TCM practitioners. This
section provides that when registered TCM practitioners provide information about
their qualifications, areas of practice and practice arrangements, the information,
where permitted to be provided, shall meet the following standards:

a) Factual;

b) Accurate;

c) Verifiable;

d) No extravagant claims;
e) Not misleading;

f) Not sensational;

g) Not persuasive;

h) Not laudatory;

i) Not comparative; and
j) Not disparaging

5 Using only titles or designations that are approved by the Board in publicity
materials /communications related or connected to your TCM practice prevents public
members and patients from being misled or confused by incorrect representation of
your practice. All registered TCM practitioners are responsible to ensure that the
information/material that they put up in any media or platform and/or that they have
control over relating or connected to their TCM practice complies with the
abovementioned standards. Registered TCM practitioners who are found to have
breached the Regulations and/or the ECEG may be subject to disciplinary proceedings.
If in doubt, registered TCM practitioners should approach the TCM Practitioners Board
for clarifications.

Prof Lim Shih Hui
Registrar
Traditional Chinese Medicine Practitioners Board
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2Use of qualifications entered in Register and approved titles, etc.

6.— (1) No registered person shall —

(a) use, exhibit or publish in any card, letter, stationery, nameplate, signboard, placard, circular, handbill or any
notice displayed at any premises used by him for his prescribed practice of traditional Chinese medicine any
qualification other than a qualification entered under his name in the Register, or which has been approved by
the Board for his use; or

(b) use any title, addition or designation relating to, or in connection with, the practice of traditional Chinese
medicine other than the title, addition or designation which has been approved by the Board for his use.

(2) A registered person shall observe such guidelines on the use of qualifications or titles as the Board may, from
time to time, determine.
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